THIS IS
MANCHESTER

Notes regarding “This Is Manchester” booklet,
‘re-published in 1965 by the Board of Education, and probably
originally prepared in the 1950s. Reprinted in its entirety.

The Manchester Historical Society web site is posting this vintage booklet
because it still contains some pertinent information about Manchester —
although the booklet is over 45 years old. The lists of schools, parks,
religious groups, recreations facilities, and factories (including Cheney
Mills) are out of date, as is the picture of an all-male town Board of
Directors. Still, the view of the Podunk Indians on pages 13 and 14 has a
modern outlook, acknowledging that the settlers took the Indians’ land, cut
down the trees, and that many Indians died in battle and from disease. And
certainly dinosaur bones and skeletons were found in the Buckland section
of Manchester. There’s an interesting comment on page 33 about a rivalry
between the North End and the South End. The history of newspapers in
Manchester is still of interest, although the Manchester Herald stopped
publishing some years ago.

So, we present the booklet with its flaws and charm. Please be aware that it
is out of date. Your comments may be directed to the Historical Society or to
the webmaster, Susan Barlow.

Posted July 2010
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Introduction

P

Liook at Manchester today. You see beautiful homes and apartments,

[£3]
\’D

You see lawns, gardens, shrubs and trees, You see schools, fac

faand

ories,
ges, restaurants, churches, fire-houses, hospitals, and
libraries., You see parks, hills, hollows, streams, woodlands, trails, and
paved roads. In your homes, you use water, gas, oil, and electricity to
bathe you, feed you, warm you, cool you, and even entertain you.

There is a wonderful story behind each one of these buildings.
There is a wonderful story behind each hill, stream, and utility. You can
discover some of these stories. At the beginning, you will see Manchester
when it was a barren wasteland, Strange lizard-like reptiles crawled over
this wasteland. At the end of the story, you will know how this wasteland
grew into a rich community., For millions of years, Nature and Man have
been working to make the changes,

First, you will see a picture of Manchester long before a single
human being appeared. Nature, alone, was the builder of the hills, the

4

hollows, the streams, the rocks, and the soil. Then Man appeared to

build on Nature's foundation.




Chapter 1

MANCHESTER BEFORE THE COMING OF MAN

Geologists are men and women who know how to study rocks, soil,
skeletons, and fossils. These things are found in caves, quarries, excavations,
fields, and woodlands. Geoclogists know how to read history from these
wonders of Nature, This is the history of Manchester's surface above and
below the ground that you see,

Ty
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eep down in the earth is a firm foundation made of crystalline rocks.

Million

O]

of years ago, these rocks were huge molten lumps. The lumps
stretched out in melted form and finally cooled. As they cooled, they covered

Connecticut with an enormous rocky wasteland.
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he ages volled on: The rocky base was covered by water.
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Tremendous earthquakes threw up huge mountains in parts of the state,

Manchester remained a
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100 feet tall
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The ages rolled on: The valley settled, producing great crac
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Sometirmes this happens to plastered walls in new homes. Lava spouted up

through the cracks and flowed over the surface. The lava cooled and

hardened into traprock. Streams from the hills laid a layer of sand, muc
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The ages rolled on: Huge dinocsaurs appeared. Four dinosaur

skeletons have been

quarry. Footprints {:f\\\\\\\ ANCHICAURUS

N
have been found in N COLURUS
e
- - \ \
shale in Manchester, ‘}
The skeletons and // \\
sx"‘:;
footprints prove that / B AN

Manchester,

s
H
N

he ages rolled on: Streames carried down finer particles of san

known as silt. Soil became more fertile. Hordes of reptiles and insects

the traprock., Case Mountain {(Lookout Mountain) at Highland Parlk was thre

The ages rolied on: Streams continued to wear down the mountains

7

depositing rocks, soil, and silt in lowlands. Shrubs, trees, grass, flowers

uld now grow in larger guantities. Now animals of the mammal family ap

o



The ages rolled on: The Ice Age arrived. Down from the North

came the great glaciers. A vast ice sheet thousands of feet thick crept over

Connecticut. This powerful sheet pushed and carried rocks, boulders, and

so0il and dropped therm miles away from their original positicns. Nearly all

the soil in Manchester was delivered by the glaciers. Look arcund you
today. You see that Man has built stone walls with the glacier rocks. Man

raises tobacco in Buckland in glacier sand, Glacier rocks still dot

Manchester's fields, woodlands, and roadsides.

The ages rolled on: The climate became warm and the ice melted,

Liarge amounts of soil had been spread over the surface. Now bigger and

better vegetation could grow.

You now have a little picture of Manchester as it looked ages befor

@)

a single man appeared. You know some of the reasons for the hill

mountains, the hollows, the rocks, and the soil, You

an u are now ready for
the first human beings to appear in Manchester.
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Many arrow and spear points have been found at th

On Eastland Drive vou can atill

top. They covered the sides with matted boughs and thatched the top with
reeds and rushes, ds were th

only furniture. A bed was made with
a framework of branches and covered
with the skins of annimals,

Indian men provided food for the

family., Thevy hunted in the woods

and fished in the streams. The woods

contained wild turkey, quail, partridges,

WIGWAM OF THE

pigeons, raccoons, rabbits, deer, and
PODUNK INDIANS
bears. They also used cranes, geese,
ducks, otter, and beaver for foocd. From
the streams, they fished trout, eels, and shad.

For hunting, the Indian men used bows and arrows, They made bows

from tough wood and strings from animal sinews or reeds.

~10-



Arrows were made from reeds or elder sticks tipped with flint or
stone, For-fishing, the men used hooks made from anirmal bones and spears
made of sharpened stone.

nade of cured animal skins sometimes

oY

- The Podunks' clothing was
rimmed with shells, bright stones, or animal teeth,

Indian women raised and harvested the crops., Their crops were
corn, beans, squash, and tobacco. For digging the soil, the women use
wooden spades. Sometimes a strong shell was attached to a wood handle to
make a sharper spade

Dishes were needed for preparing food. Wooden bowls were dug out

Jegrord

of tree knots. Stone bowls were chipped out of rocks,

Pots were shaped from earth and baked in the fire.
Pails were made from birch bark., Rush handles were

attached to the pails.

Indians had footpaths or trails leading from one

village to another, East Center Street and West Cente
Street made 'the Great Trail”. Tolland Turnpike was the Podunk trail that
led to Snipsic Lake. For water travel, they used canoes. There were two
kinds of cances. One was built on a very light frame and covered with

birch bark. This kind carried only one or two Indians and tipped over easily,
Bigger canoes were also made, The Indians cut down a large tree trunk and
scooped out the inside. The cutside of the trunk formed the framework., The
men carved the sides and ends into the desired shape. This large cance was

called a dug-out. It held about twenty people,

H
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The Indians had no schools and no school books as they had no written

children were taught by their parents. Some day, little Indian

4

boys and girls would become adults, There was much kn owledge that they

Mothers taught little daughters tc weave and to make baskets and

clay dishes. Mothers taught daughters to cure skins to make clothing and

The little girls were taught to prepare food and care for babies,
Little children learned how to keep the fire going and how to raise Crops,

8 kills,

¢}
G}

They would need all th:

¢}

Fathers taught their sons how to make and handle canoces, Fathers
4
taught the boys how to fashion bows and arrows and how to hunt and fish.

rfare., An Indian man's important duty was

Instead of money the Indians used v rampuimn, which was made by
fastening especially pretty shells or stones or beads to strips of skin,

Wampum was used for trading and for ornament.
The early Connecticut white men learned much from th ese Indians.

The newcomers had had no experience of living in a wilderness. They could

not have survived if they had not copied Indian methods of life. People in

ccotash. The Indians had learned the art of blending
&

b with the beans that they grew.
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PODUNK INDIAN TRAILS AND VILLAGES IN MANCHESTER
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Z\g}/ﬁ = Podunk Villages

Ny

= Podunk Trails

3‘\\;\;,/;" - .
N = Swamp where the Podunks hid from

f=)
their enemies, the Pequots.

oy
A e
“;'\f = Corn fields which th ey planted on
high ground where the frosts did
not come as soon as in the valleys.
T
£ EA
‘Kf‘bﬁf” = Osage orange trees whose wood
i - .
' the Podunks used for bows.
= Hickory groves where the Podunks

set up camp during the nutmng season.

g N e
<>~ = Center Springs Falls where the Podunks
fished for lamprey eels,
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Chapter 3

MANCHESTER IN COLONIAL D AV

Three hundred years ago, the first settiers came from Mas
to the area now called Manchester, This aresn was not called Manc!

stretching from Hartford's eastern bound dary to

part of this purchase finally became the town of Manche
Manchester's story, you will hear Manchester called Five Mile Tract. Then

you will hear Manchester called Orford Parish., Finally

know, Manchester, You see, it takes a long, long time to create

settlers had to cut down trees and burn brush to provide cleared land for

-

homes and farms, They needed ires for the few cattle and sheen tk
Pa ¥

had brought with them,
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The woods and streams provided some food for the settlers. They

{2s

also raised crops on the land they had cleared, Their chiefl crop was corn;
which they ground into meal by hand with a mortar and pestle. T

they learned from the Indians. They also raise
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beans, pumpkins, squash, tobacco, hemp and flax. Later in the colonial davs,
apple, pear, plum, and peach trees were started. Gradually the colonists
began to grow many kinds of vegetables, such as peas, turnips, lettuce,
beets, carrots, and radishes.

It must have been difficult for these early farmers to prepare the

soil for planting. The glacial rocks had to be dug from the fields. Wood

was the only material they could use for garden tools. A little ironm could
e '§? ¥ d T 3 e k1 =] I Ly ¥ EE rf 2 Ao w3 ﬁ/n‘:i_ Ve ey
oe lound. his iron was used for the tips of hoes, spades, axes, and WOooOen

plowshares.
Clothing was made from the fleece of sheep. The fleece was cleaned,

dyed, carded, spun, and woven

into cloth by hand. This rough

cloth was called homespun.

Hemp and flax from the fields

were also made into woven cloth.

MADE AT MANCHESTER GREEN

he Indian trails, Gradually the footpaths widened

a few horses were brought from England to



@
A

v hors

s

‘si:

VL

N

x5

o

and
T )




Long shelf-like desks lined the walls, The room was heated by
a wood-burning stove. Parents and schoolmaster supplied the wood.

Drinking water for the children was furnished by the nearest home, A

common dipper was used by all. Of course, there was no paper, but each

¢}

hild had a slate and a slate pencil for his writing,
At the beginning of the first chapter of Manchester’s history, you

locked at Manchester as it is today. You can now see the very early

beginnings of some of Manchester's homes, factories, schools, farms,

and pasture lands. There is still a long story ahead before you will know

how Manchester became a rich community with many valuable possessions.
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Some of the gun powder used in the Revo};utionar*y War was made

'
p
s

mill near Manchester Green owned by Elisha and William Pitkin

s
n
o
o
5
1
[
]
o4
oy
O
P
s
jut
I
e
o
8
e
oQ
(”‘.J
o
o
o]
o

wder, the Pitkins were

l - £ i
glass in Connectic

f‘gg&’?_’i&n
the Hockanum River or S
\-\
L
Bigelow Brook or Hop Brook,

RUINS OF Tyur PITKIN GLASS FACTORY

The Pitkin Glass Works

made glagg bottles, Vv

Y . Sy e §
WEATY Smal

bottles of dark brown or

dark green glass were made,

PITKIN GLASS BOTTLES
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story, you met many
PR R, Thev clagrad 1 A Feyr harmea fovrmma aed Fares  Thawv wed P
Bettlers. Lhney cleared land 10r homes, farms and pastures. They widens
roads, They started trading with people outside of Manchester. They used
+1 ey m o ol et g e £ e Eiﬁvﬁﬁ Fhy ot v oy md o Thev started ctories
the roads and rivers for shipping their products. They started factories,
schools, and a church., They fought in the Revolutionary War to make the

arly settlers had been born

ntinu

people have ancestors who were born in z
have helped Manchester to grow into a rich
change in ancestiry happen?

Manchester factories grew in size,

started. Mill owners could not find enough men in Manchester to do the
work. The owners urged workers to leave their native lands to earn

monev here, I\/?;an?{ came to Manchester from England, Ireland, Scotlan
Sweden, Poland, Italy, Germany, and other foreign lands to make permanent

ed to mnake Manchester grow.
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MANCHESTER'S

changed rapidly. Farmers had
arish in 1772, The next genevation of

farmers and a few owners of small mills saw their community become the

b

Company did much to develop a model manufacturing town. The company

. S
> nomes near the mills,

their workers rent payment.

mills and the gardens around the Cheney homes set

an example. The

o

nill workers followed that exampl

Cheney Brothers built a school for their workers' children. The
building is now the Lutz Junior Museum. Later the Cheneys built a big.
school for all children in the south end of town. This school burned in 1913,

Cheney Brothers then built the schools which are now parts of Bennet
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. Until 1894, students went to Hartford for high school
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@uring World War I, ey ryone on the "Home Front! helped in

3

the war for freedom. Almost every family planted a War Garden and

canned produce, This meant more food could be sent overseas to

o

ne

fighting men, The people at home bought Liberty Bonds to give the United
States Government mone y. In every home, the women and girls knitted
warm clothing from khaki-colored and Navy blue yarn, The Red Cross
provided the yarn and sent the f nished clothing to the boys in Europe,

The Red Cross set up centers in Manchester churches, At these centers,
wormen made surgical shirts, eye bandages, and surgical dressings. ‘

The war continued, Almost daily, word came to a Manchesgter

I

home that a loved one had been wounded or killed in action in a foreign land.

Many young men died at Camp Devens in Massachusetts during an influenza
epidemic., Many children saw, for the first time, =2 military funeral,

ooty

ER R Al H
Taps

factory whistles and church bells announced the end of World War L. Thig
A 1 sl o xar ) " .
ay. Manchester people were very happy. It meant that the

n be home, and their tactories could return to m aking the

hey had so long been without,
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War Bonds were bought to raise money for this expensive war.

hers

. 2 - le s we T o ~
of casualties to theiv loved on

,4

part-time farmers and grew Victory Gardens,
Manchester teachers worked after school on the rationing program,

They were alsoc helpful in the airplane spotting and air raid warden svstems,
v ¢ g v

ARTICLES RATIONED DURING WORLD WAR II
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HOW MANCHESTER IS GOVERNED
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Some Manchester people take part in the arts. Others enjoy the
arts as observers. The Manchester Community Players and.the Little
Theatre Of‘ Manchester present popular plays often during the year. The
Gilbert and Sullivan singers combine lively music with acting in a yearly
show. The Art Association has an annual exhibition and keeps delightful
examples of local art on view at the libraries and banks. The Community
Orchestra and the schools’ musical groups'bring fine music to Manchester.

In the early days, men and women living in the Five Mile Tract
spent many hours getting to church in Hartford and later to East Hartford.
When their own church was organized as Orford Parish, they were pleased
and proud to be so separated. In Colonial days these neighbor towns
seemed very far away.

Since World War II, these towns have been growing closer together.
The distance in time between Manchester, East Hartford and Hartfcrd'is
far shorter now that we have our fine highways, new bridges and so many
automobiles. More Manchester residents earn their living in Hartford and
Fast Hartford than in Manchester itself. Many problems seem to need
decisions by the several towns in the Capitol Area instead of by single
towns. Hartford, East Hartford, and Manchester, once a single
community, are today working together again.

Manchester is like a city in the many opportunities it has to offer.
It has "'village charm' of friendliness and of helpfulness among its people.
Tt has had such a proud past and, with the continuing devotion of its citizens,

it cannot help but move onward to an even brighter future.
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ONE OF MANCHESTER'S MANY BEAUTY SPOTS

THE DANCING BEARS FOUNTAIN IN CENTER PARK

Given by Miss Mary Cheney

Published by Manchester Board of Education - 1965



